CHAPTER XII

THE SCANDINAVIANS

UNTIL the middle of the igih century Scandinavian
drama was little known outside the countries of its
origin. It had found its earliest theme in national
legends. Ibsen's first plays, such as his Warriors
at Helgeland (1857) were of this type and, though he
contrived to invest the impersonal figures of the old
sagas with qualities of human interest, there is nothing
very remarkable about them. Nor had later Scandi-
navian drama been of outstanding merit. The writing
was largely imitative and the influence of Scribe and
other French dramatists had popularised the ' well-
made ' play in Norway as elsewhere. It was Ibsen's
mature writing that made him of the highest significance
In the history of European drama.

It is difficult to know to what extent Ibsen's work
was affected by the events of his life. But there is
no doubt that early circumstances left their mark upon
him.

He was born at Skien, a small town in Southern
Norway, in 1828. His father, a merchant, entertained
freely, but suddenly went bankrupt and the family
had to move to a dilapidated farm-house, to be looked
askance at by former associates. The same experience
befell Dickens and neither he, nor Ibsen, so different
from him in most respects, forgot the misery of
these early days. Ibsen withdrew into himself and
remained all his life aloof and chary of making
friends.
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